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Dictation Time Length: 04:05
Best Med Consultants, P.A.

55 E. Route 70, Suite 3

Marlton, NJ 08053

Phone: 856-988-7770

Fax: 856-988-7638

March 27, 2023
RE:
Joseph Kearney

As you know, I previously evaluated Mr. Kearney as described in the reports listed above. He has since gone on to have further treatment for the injury sustained at work. We will INSERT that here from the summary.
FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS: When evaluated here, I offered 10% permanent partial disability at the statutory left foot without regard to cause. This was for orthopedic residuals of syndesmotic disruption of the distal tibia/fibula of the left ankle treated surgically with open reduction and internal fixation. I also offered an assessment relative to the left leg itself. The additional record provided demonstrates that he sought further medical attention. He submitted to a series of surgeries. The first of these was on 05/05/22 and will be INSERTED as marked. He had a second surgery on 05/27/22 to be INSERTED as marked. Lastly, he had a left below-knee amputation by Dr. Batista on 06/10/22 for left lower extremity tissue loss and left fibular and calcaneus osteomyelitis. The Petitioner also experienced difficulties with cardiorespiratory, gastrointestinal, and infectious disease as well as psychiatric issues.

I would now offer 100% permanent partial disability referable to the statutory left foot. He did have intensive treatment, but ultimately succumbed to an amputation at that level. I will review my prior report as well as the current summary to see if that helps with causation. In fact, at his preoperative intake on 04/05/22, Dr. Gorda noted he had type I diabetes mellitus with diabetic neuropathy, ulcer of the left foot with fat layer exposed, fissure in the skin of the foot, and xerosis cutis. Clearly, his underlying diabetes and neuropathy contributed to his poor healing and need for the additional treatment. Accordingly, I would apportion at least 50% of my assessment to those unrelated personal conditions.
